The Bloody Assize
and Colonel Venner told them there was a rebellion in
Ireland, and would soon be one In England. The fishermen
shook their heads, and devoutly hoped the news was not
true, at which the gentlemen laughed, and talked together
in a foreign tongue.
The largest vessel was now signalling for the return of
the boat, and Colonel Venner jumped in, leaving Dare and
Chamberlain on shore. These two obtained horses and
rode away inland. They first visited White Lackington,
the seat of George Speke, who was to spread the good news
of the Duke's landing through Dorset and Somerset, and
among the friends in London*
A few hours afterwards a custom-house surveyor came
down to the creek, and was chaffed by the fishermen on
missing a booty of canary. When he heard the talk of the
strangers about rebellion, he rode post haste to the Mayor
of Lyme to bring him the news, arriving there about ten
o'clock.
Meanwhile, Mr Tye, the Lyme surveyor, had visited
the strange ships and been courteously received by the
Duke, but not allowed to return to Lyme. A poor fisher-
man out of Charmouth, named Samuel Robins, went to
sell fish to the strangers. He too was detained on board
to give information to the Duke. For this he was afterwards
executed at Dorchester.
The Mayor and Corporation having heard the Chideock
surveyor's story, sent the news to the county justices and
adjourned to dinner. Thursday was the weekly meeting
of the bowling club, and many congregated there to dine
and play bowls afterwards. There was some chaff about
the absent Mr Tye, who had not returned from the strange
vessels, and the general opinion was that the hospitality of
the skippers, coupled with an offshore wind, had disposed
him to stay in comfortable quarters.
The vessels were Dutch or French built, and up to now,
as they fired no guns and showed no colours, it was not
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